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This course examines the history of the English language. By its very nature, lang
uage is a highly structured human activity that is constantly undergoing change--
and therefore we will focus on the complex social contexts which have led to cha
min(2=3yjiKe] nges in the English language, as well as on the specific linguistic features that hav
e changed over time (especially with regard to the meanings of words, grammatic
al forms, pronunciation, and usage). Particularly in the latter stages of the course,
several varieties of English will receive scrutiny.
- Students will develop a greater appreciation of English, and why it is the way it
is today,
- Students will explain the linguistic consequences of various kinds of cultural con
o= gl oy tact (frgm invasion and conquest through trade to migration and settlement of p
- = eoples in a new land), and
- Students will describe major aspects of linguistic changes in the history of the E
nglish language, from its beginning to today, including pronunciation, orthograph
y, grammar, and meaning changes.
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Language families and Indo-European

Present-day English
Present-day English
Old English linguistics

Introduction to class
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Old English linguistics
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Review, Midterm exam
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Middle English linguistics
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Middle English linguistics
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Early modern English
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Early modern English literature
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English around the world (American English)
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