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The aims of this course are twofold: (1) to give students a grounding in comedy theory with particular reference to
the comedy and culture of the United Kingdom, and (2) to engage with the culture and society of the United Kingdom
through the lens of comedy. Students will study vanous comedic forms - notbaly irony, black humour and satire -
and link these with wider socio-cultural themes (gender, the class system, politics, sexuality, and so on). Students
will be provided with a wide range of pnmary sources from the contemporary Brtish comedic canon (the sitcom, the
panel show, 'spontaneous’ satire, 'anti’ comedy, and so on). Through a reading of contemporary comedy, students
will question and critique the pervasiveness of humour in daily British life; the use of irony, understatement, self-
deprecation, and how these inform the British character.

To expose students to a wide range of contemporary British comedy.

To engage with comedy in a meaningful way, utilizing secondary sources from a vanety of cultural disciplines
{psychoanalysis, anthropology, deconstructionism, cultural theory).

To examine how the boundaries of comedy, humour and good taste are set in the United Kingdom.

To understand comedy as a representation of Brnitish humour and the British character: what does Bntish comedy tell
us about British people, their behaviour and attitudes?
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The British Class System and Comedy

Black Humour

Comedy and Growing Up

Multiculturalism and Comedy

Religion: Censorship and Blasphemy

Satire and Current Affairs

Mid Term

The Ridiculous and the Absurd: Surrealism and Anarchy

What is 'good taste'? The Boundaries of Comedy

Others: Perceptions and Representations of Foreigners and Foreignness
The Brtish Panel Show: Banter, Spontaneity and Knowledge

'No Sex, Please. We're Brntish': Representations of Sex and Sexuality
The Sitcom and its Audience

Rhetoric, Language and Humour

Final Exam

To include: written assignments, seminar groups, focus presentations, close readings of texts, etc.

This class will require students to have an ADVANCED level of English. There will be no support of any kind in Korean
for this class. If you are unsure about your English ability in regards to this class, contact the professor via email
before signing up. Note: This 15 NOT an English class. The above schedule is subject to change. Lectures will include
short viewings of pnmary matenals in class. Students will be expected to view and read primary recources further
outside of class time.

Contact the professor with any concerns. NOTE: if vou are having a problem registening for this class, please contact
me via my email - edlancornain@gmail.com
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