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NOTE:
1. This course is designed to deepen an understating of international relations (I
R) by discussing IR theories. In other words, it is not designed for having a gener
al understating. As such, you must either already taken courses, such as Introducti
on to IR, or already have basic understandings of key concepts and issues associa
Imin/ =Ny {=] ted with international politics. If you do not have such a basic conceptual underst
anding or training by the Department of Political Science, then do not take this c
ourse.
2. This class will be undertaken mainly by students’' oral presentations and discuss
ions; as such if you prefer a lecture-based course, do not take this one.
NOTE: The following syllabus is tentative and thus subject to change.
2012 5 Ol OfLY A General description of this Course

This course is designed to improve (i.e. broaden and deepen) your understanding
s of International Relations (IR) through an intensive and interactive discussion ab
out various theories (or theoretical perspectives) used to study world politics and



states’ foreign policy behavior. The theories to be discussed and debated would i
nclude not only mainstream theories, such as realism, liberalism, and constructivis
m, but also those theoretical perspectives that remain at the margins of the field
of IR, such as Foreign Policy Analysis (FPA), critical theory, and feminist perspectiv
e.

The course will draw on both classical and contemporary IR literature on theory i

n order to understand what the main roles of theory have been in IR, how interna
tional politics and foreign policy are studied theoretically, what arguments are ma
de by various IR theories and how different or similar they are, and more importa
ntly how we could improve the existing theories employed by IR scholars.

Such a theoretical study of world politics and states’ foreign policy behavior is wil
| be complemented with discussion of historical and contemporary real-world (i.e.
empirical) issues and in-class exercises (i.e. oral presentations and interactive disc
ussions). Here we will place our focus on Asia-Pacific regional security and econo
mic issues in an effort to see how useful IR theory in helping us understand real-
world issues.

Reading List
The readings for this course consist of background reading, core reading and sup
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M4=0p=2okLY plementary reading all of which are listed below. You do not have to buy all of th
em because a course book, which is to be made with the core readings listed bel
ow, will be available in the first week of this semester.
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Z=H| Introduction
1F (2%t Assignment: Read and summarize the following paper: Stephen M. Walt, "I

25 Ak | nternational relations: One world, many theories,” Foreign Policy (1998)
A PDF file of this paper can be found in the course’s website. *Your summ

=H| What is theory and Why is it needed in IR?

27 (2Kt What is theory and Why is it needed in IR?
gt
Z=H| Realism and IR
37 (24t
2 A
=H| Liberalism and IR
43 (2 A} Liberalism and IR
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(=) 2dSAte | National Holiday, hence no class.
=H| Constructivism and IR
67 (=) At Constructivism and IR
2 Ate
Z=H| Theory Test and Application: Mainstream IR theories and East Asia
7Z=(2)) At Theory Test and Application: Mainstream IR theories and East Asia
g3t
=S| Mid-term exam
87 (2I) At Mid-term exam: no class
At

Z=H| Foreign Policy Analysis (FPA) Scholarship
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Foreign Policy Analysis (FPA) Scholarship

=X Critical Theory and IR

Critical Theory and IR

gt
Z=H| Feminism and IR
Feminism and IR
At

ZH Reading Week

In this week, you will be given an opportunity to read the reading material
2sAke | s (i.e. books and journal articles) listed in this syllabus. This would help yo
u prepare for the upcoming final paper presentations.

Z=H| Final Paper Presentation I

You are expected to give a presentation on a draft of your final paper (15
2SAFE | minutes). The rest of us would give comments on your draft, especially as
to how to improve it (10~15 minutes).

Z=H| Final Paper Presentation II

Final Paper Presentation II

gt
=X Final Paper Presentation III
Final Paper Presentation III
2dSA
Z=H| Final Paper submission
Final Paper submission
gt
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