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Academic Essay Grading Criteria

A+: Exemplary in all respects: clarity of argumentation, exploitation of background
knowledge, extremely impressive evidence of background knowledge and personal
response, excellent presentation and style. All aspects covered.

Ao: Excellent in all respects: clarity of argumentation, exploitation of background
knowledge, a very clear understanding of the issues, a very good presentation and
style. All aspects covered.

A-: Very good in most respects: clarity of argumentation, exploitation of background
knowledge, a clear understanding of the issues, a good presentation and style, nearly
all aspects covered.

B+: Good in most respects: clarity of argumentation, exploitation of background
knowledge. Generally clear understanding of the issues, clear evidence of both
preparatory reading and personal response. Reasonably good presentation and style.
Most major aspects covered.

Bo: Reasonable understanding of the issues. Satisfactory presentation and style.
Some evidence of preparatory reading and personal response.

B-: Reasonable understanding of the issues but some significant issues are
inadequately covered or not addressed at all. Poor presentation and style.

C+: Broadly appropriate but largely unfocused writing. Poor presentation and style.
Co: Inadequate in most respects. Illogical argumentation. Very poor presentation
and style.

C-: Only isolated instances of attempts to engage with the topic. Limited knowledge
on the topic.

D+,Do, D-: No serious attempt to engage with the topic. Extremely inadequate in all
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respects.
F: No answer has been provided.
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