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Summary of the course

The course gives a brief overview of the core concepts in the life sciences,
trying to emphasize aspects that are relevant for engineers. Since for this
purpose, a custom-tailored textbook is not avaliable, the proposed textbook is
only a recommendation. Thus, parts of the textbook material are dropped in this
course or shortened and replaced with material from other sources; consequently ,
the obligatory material relevant for preparing the exams are the slide shows that
are supplied separately with the course. Note that because of the highly dynamic
progress in the life sciences, course material may occasionally be modified

during the semester.

Class aim

Modern biology (including medicine) has become a major field for engineering
applications, and living organisms have become an important inspiration for
engineers. It is therefore essential for aspiring engineers to acquire the basic
concepts of biology, and it is the goal of this course to provide these basics in
brief form. Be aware that brief does not always mean simple.

A second goal of this course is to strengthen the English language abilities of
the students. The benefit is self-evident.
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